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Georgia

   [image: Paramedics and ambulance drivers took it to the streets in January 2023 to protest deteriorating working conditions and inadequate pay. It was the latest in a series of demonstration held since May 2022.]  Paramedics and ambulance drivers took it to the streets in January 2023 to protest deteriorating working conditions and inadequate pay. It was the latest in a series of demonstration held since May 2022. © Medicine Union  
 Georgia: Medical Workers Struggle to Make Ends Meet
 Health care employees call for higher wages and better working conditions amid rising cost of living.
 23 Apr 23

   [image: An evening view of Tsalenjikha, a village in Georgia's western region of Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti. Magda Kharchilava, 24, left the village of nearly 4,000 people to study in the capital Tbilisi but decided to return to pursue her photography and art passion. She is an exception: young Georgians are leaving rural areas in droves due to lack of education and job opportunities in the regions.]  An evening view of Tsalenjikha, a village in Georgia's western region of Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti. Magda Kharchilava, 24, left the village of nearly 4,000 people to study in the capital Tbilisi but decided to return to pursue her photography and art passion. She is an exception: young Georgians are leaving rural areas in droves due to lack of education and job opportunities in the regions. © Magda Kharchilava  
 Young Georgians Abandon Rural Life for the Capital
 As Tbilisi swells, towns and villages lose the very force that could keep them alive.
 28 Mar 23

   [image: Abkhaz blogger Daur Buava (left) with his friend and colleague Shmagi Samkharadze with whom he co-founded the youth organisation Amra (meaning sun in Abkhaz language). Buava left his native Abkhazia and moved to Georgia where he was granted Georgian citizenship in December 2022. Abkhazian de-facto authorities charged him with treason.]  Abkhaz blogger Daur Buava (left) with his friend and colleague Shmagi Samkharadze with whom he co-founded the youth organisation Amra (meaning sun in Abkhaz language). Buava left his native Abkhazia and moved to Georgia where he was granted Georgian citizenship in December 2022. Abkhazian de-facto authorities charged him with treason. © Lana Kokaia  
 Georgia: “We Have the Right to Unify”
 Abkhazian blogger accused of treason continues to campaign for coexistence.
 14 Mar 23

   [image: Georgia and Armenia are two of the few countries where commercial surrogacy is legal, allowing a woman to be paid to carry someone else’s genetic child through IVF and embryo-transfer. ]  Georgia and Armenia are two of the few countries where commercial surrogacy is legal, allowing a woman to be paid to carry someone else’s genetic child through IVF and embryo-transfer.  © Gvantsa Seturidze  
 Surrogacy on the Rise in the South Caucasus
 As the practice thrives, experts warn that oversight is crucial to ensure protection and prevent exploitation.
 8 Mar 23

   [image: A journalist holds a sign labelling a draft law currently under discussion in Georgia as "a Russian law" during a protest staged in front of the Parliament on 2 March, 2023. The government is facing domestic and international calls to backtrack on plans to adopt a "foreign influence agents" bill as critics say it mimics a similar law in Russia.]  A journalist holds a sign labelling a draft law currently under discussion in Georgia as "a Russian law" during a protest staged in front of the Parliament on 2 March, 2023. The government is facing domestic and international calls to backtrack on plans to adopt a "foreign influence agents" bill as critics say it mimics a similar law in Russia. © Gvantsa Seturidze/IWPR  
 Draft Law on Foreign Agents Sparks Outcry in Georgia and Abroad
 Ruling party says that bill ensures transparency; critics argue it mimics Russian laws and will crush EU integration.
 3 Mar 23

   [image: Supporters of former President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili gather outside court in Tbilisi, Georgia. Photo from 2021.]  Supporters of former President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili gather outside court in Tbilisi, Georgia. Photo from 2021. © Daro Sulakauri/Getty Images  
 Georgia: Fate of Ailing Saakashvili Remains Unclear
 Tbilisi has refused to acknowledge medical needs as genuine or to release jailed former leader for treatment.
 17 Jan 23

   [image: Hundreds of mourners gather for the funeral of a Georgian volunteer fighter who was killed in Ukraine, on March 26, 2022 in Tbilisi. Davit Ratiani, 53 years old, died under artillery fire on March 18th at the Irpin front, northwest of Kyiv. ]  Hundreds of mourners gather for the funeral of a Georgian volunteer fighter who was killed in Ukraine, on March 26, 2022 in Tbilisi. Davit Ratiani, 53 years old, died under artillery fire on March 18th at the Irpin front, northwest of Kyiv. © Daro Sulakauri/Getty Images  
 The Georgians Killed Fighting in Ukraine
 The conflict has deep resonance in Georgia - but Tbilisi’s attitude remains ambiguous.
 9 Jan 23

   [image: Women demonstrate against the rising rate of gender-based violence in Georgia. According to law enforcement agencies, since 2014 186 women were killed by their former partners; in 2022 alone 16 women were murdered. Human rights groups blame authorities' ineffective preventive measures and inadequate prosecution actions.]  Women demonstrate against the rising rate of gender-based violence in Georgia. According to law enforcement agencies, since 2014 186 women were killed by their former partners; in 2022 alone 16 women were murdered. Human rights groups blame authorities' ineffective preventive measures and inadequate prosecution actions. © Gvantsa Seturidze/IWPR  
 Fears Rise Over Gender Violence in Georgia
 Legal experts warn that the judicial system is not doing enough to convict perpetrators.
 22 Dec 22

   [image: Gedatsi is a beer bar in Zugdidi, western Georgia. The name means "to drink'' in Mingrelian. Zugdidi is the administrative centre of the Samegrelo region, where most Mingrelian speakers are concentrated.]  Gedatsi is a beer bar in Zugdidi, western Georgia. The name means "to drink'' in Mingrelian. Zugdidi is the administrative centre of the Samegrelo region, where most Mingrelian speakers are concentrated. © Lana Kokaia/IWPR  
 Georgia Risks Losing its Language “Treasure”
 The lack of official status and the fear of separatism have drastically eroded the use of Mingrelian and Svan.
 21 Oct 22

   [image: Ekaterine Marikashvili, a sergeant and a senior sapper of the EOD group.]  Ekaterine Marikashvili, a sergeant and a senior sapper of the EOD group. © Photo courtesy of E. Marikashvili  
 Georgia: Women in the Army
 “When I put on my uniform for the first time, I felt so strong and proud.”
 15 Oct 22
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